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Obſervations on a Greek Inſcription, brought from 


Athens. By Daniel 15656 Eſquire. 
| Read at the Sochrr of Auricp als, April 18, 1771. 


Take che liberty to communicate to the Society an ancient in- 
ſeription, which I met with ſome months ago in the poſſeſſion 


of Mr. Jones, of Finchley, a worthy old gentleman, who 1 is re- 
tired from buſineſs to a pleaſant ſpot in that village. 
__WarxInNG with him in his garden, I ſaw lying in ſeveral pla- 
ces broken bas-reliefs, and other fragments of antiquity, My 
friend, obſerving me look at them with an eye of curioſity, ſaid, 
he had ſomething more of that kind to ſhew me; and pointing 
to the inſcription, wiſhed me to explain it; for thoſe, who had 
yet ſeen it, could make nothing of it. I immediately ſaw the 


letters were in general Greck ; but there were ſome characters 


intirely new to me; and I begged, he would indulge me with 
the loan of the marble, that 1 might conſider it more at leiſure, 


Veo examination J ſoon found, that the whole made no con- 


tinued ſenſe; but that each line contained one proper name ; all 


which, I cafily made out to my ſatisfaction, interpreting the un- 


known letters by thoſe which accompanied them, and agreeably | 
to the genius of the language in the formation of ſuch names. 


IT was no ſmall mortification to find that our inſcription 
would ſettle no point of hiſtory or chronology, nor illuſtrate any 
Grecian cuſtom, civil or religious; being merely a liſt of names, 
without any addition to inform us whether they were Athenians 
or Spartans, warriors or magiſtrates, living or dead. The liſt 


was originally longer, the ſtone being broken at the top and 


bottom, 
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bottom, and parts of letters remaining in both places. There 
is alſo IMARNAS at ſome diſtance, and in a different direc- 
tion; of which, I confeſs, I can make nothing. 

I'uERE is enough however to excite our curiolity in the man- 
ner of Writing. The terminations EE: and ON for ys and n, 
prove it prior to the introduction of the. long vowels; and moſt of 
the letters are of tbe moſt ancient, form; and forme not to be found 


upon any marble, though ſufficiently warranted either by coins, 
or by paſſages of ancient authors. 


Tur marble gives us eighteen Jetters, very well cut and pre 
ſerved ; ſome occurring often, and always ſimilar. They are 
placed in regular files from top to bottom (a circumſtance, in 
which the Sandwich marble and ſome others agree.) So that in 
the beginning of the lines, where the ſtone is broken, more than 
once, w' are ſure how many letters are wanting, and the reſtor · ; 
ing of them becomes almoſt certain. 
I' letters, whoſe forms are moſt remarkable area] Ds, © 9. 
Ha, II E, © , [2] R », 0s: O ©, + „, and S, which 
I take to be Kenna, the 1 Q. D, R, and V, agree exactly with 
the Latin; which was the caſe in general with the early Greek 
alphabet, 3080 8 to the elder Pliny and Tacitus „ 
are no leſs ancient [4]. © with. the dot is rare (indeed that 0 
ſometimes ſtands for O.) H is ſaid to be found only on me- 
dals ſel. And E] cannot trace in any remains of antiquity, or 


[a] D occurs in the Farneſi an inſcription of Herades Atticus, which, according . 
ta the beſt critics, is an imitation. of the oldeſt manner of een. 


[56] The Baudelotian inſcription has R with a ſhorter tail. 

el Pliny, L. VII. e. 58. Tacitus, Annal. XI. 14. 

[(d] @ in Deliac inſcription, , O in Deliac and Baudeiian. + in £7 7 and 
Baudelotian. 


e] By Montfaucon, in 8 Grifeca, page 142. Ido not remember to 
haye ſeen it with the middle horizontal ſtroke ſo long &, or turned on its fide H. 
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a Greek en found at Athens, 3 


in any of the collections of alphabets [/]; but the words Teleſſ- 
tas [g], Cleon, and Aiſchylos, leave no room to doubt of its 
power here. O 1s well known as an ET:oyuweo, or numeral charac- 

ter; and it plainly is derived from the Phoenician and Hebrew 
q: P» and is the parent of the Roman Q. It has appeared upon 
no marble hitherto diſcovered ; but is to be ſeen on he comms of 
Crotona and Syracuſe, in the place of K, in the names of thoſe 
cities [5]. And that letter it will ſtand in the ſtead of here, in 
AVOOAORK A, from Avxo; [7]. 

Tux omiſſion of the long vowels, the very ancient form of ſo 
many characters, and the reſt with no particular mark of a later 
aera, obſervable upon the ſame ſtone with the ©, E, ꝙ;, Xx, double 
or aſpirated letters, and the V alſo, excluded by many critics from 
the original Greek alphabet, give force to the ſuſpicions of ſome 

good judges [&, that 7he opinion of that alphabet's being confined 


[/] Except in the Nouvelle Diplomatique of the Benedictins, who give F under 
the letter A, in their alphabet of the third and ſubſequent centuries after Chriſt, 
which can have nothing to do with the age of our inſcription. & has been uſed in 

the place of the Heolic Digamma, and of the Aſpirate Spirit. In the ſums of money 
upon the Sandwich Marble, Dr. Taylor underſtands by it a fraction of the drachma, 

moſt probably the Obolur. Tayloi's Marm. Sandvic. p. 43. 

+ [gl Teleſtes, by an undeniable reſtoration of the T, is the name of a poet i in the 
Parian Chronicle, No. 79. L is neyer doubled i in the ſame e fo Ted g is 
probabl y an error of the graver. | 


[4] Tbus C and Qare indifferently put i in Lata: cocus, coquus; E loquu- 
tus. oF is alſo found upon many Syracu/ian coins; where it is ſuppoſed to be the 
firſt letter of Corinth, of which city Syracuſe was a colony. All theſe coins I had 
the opportunity of ſeeing in the moſt perfect preſervation by the favour of our 
worthy brother Mr. Duane; whoſe elegant collection is always open to the curi- 
olity of his friends, | 

[i] Avuxcdopuc (perhaps a; for "5, as in T#. rs lin lite a wolf, as . vv deg rt, 
abe. So Kuro xcong bold as a wolf. 


[] Mr. Bourget of Neufebatel, in Biblioth, Ital. tom. xviii, und Mr. / Clerc, 
in Biblioth. Choiſie, tom. xi. | 
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to ſixtsen letters, and its being preſerved in that imperfeft flate at- 
Athens, fill the Archonſhip of Euchd, in the 94th Olympiad, 
though generally. taken to be the caſe, is without foundation. Our 


Inſcription, found in the middle of Athens, retains the ſhirt vow- 


els, yet admits the letters called Palamedean and Simonidean. The 
Baudelotian inſcription (cited by Montfaucon, Paleogr. Graec.) 
brought from Athens, which contains. a mortuary liſt of the-trihe 

Erechtheis, and bears its own date, almoſt. fifty years prior to , 
Euclid, has the fort vowels, with four of thole neu letters, as 


— 


they are called. And e curious marble lately imported from 


Athens alſo, engraved at the expence of the Dilettanti Society, has 
nearly the ſame particulars, and carries alſo its own date, four or 


five years before Euclid. It is ſafer therefore, amidſt the various 


accounts of the ancients, the contradictory paſſages of the later 
ſcholiaſts and grammarians, and the very different inductions of 


our modern critics, to reſt in the general idea, that the Greek 


alphabet 1s derived from the Phoenician; and to leave the queſtion 
whether all the letters were imported at once, or which came m 


© 


earlier, which later, as a point. hard to be decided, and of ſmall. 


importance. 

Tx regularity and neatneſs of character obſervable upon our 
marble are unuſual in very ancient inſcriptions ; and are difficult 
to reconcile with the truly antique forms of moſt of the letters. 


From theſe forms however, as nothing can be argued from the 


ſenſe of the inſcription, We ean alone make any conjecture about 
its age. The Baudelotian, of Olynipiad 82, has many letters ap- 
proaching to ours, but not ſo well. drawn; and 'exprefles the 


E by N. That poſſeſſed by the Diletianti, of Olympiad 92, 
agrees in thoſe particulars, and has gs, for 1. But thoſe cha- 


racters upon ours, which are unqueſtionably of an older form, 
give it the faireſt pretence to at leſt as early a date. 


GI vA. 


a Greek Inſcription found at Athens. c 


| Givs me leave to add a word about he fate of cur marble > 
it is rather ſingular. All I could learn from Mr. Jones was, that 
a captain 1n lite majeſty's navy, who had made many voyages to 
Traly and the Levant, brought home this ſtone, with thoſe - 
others which I ſaw at Finchley, ſome years ago; preſented 
them to him, and died ſoon after. As ſoon as I had conſidered 
the characters, and reduced them to what I ſuppoſed was their 
alphabetical order, I conſulted Dr, Bernard's Table, republiſhed, 
with improvements, by our learned brother Dr. Morton, to ſee 
whether any of his alphabets agreed with this: when I found 
an imperfect one, exactly correſponding both in the number and 
ſhape of the letters, .communicated to the Doctor by Mr. Stuart, 
who has done this Society and this Country ſo much honour by 
his Antiquities of Athens. This diſcovery ſent me directly to 
my old friend, who very kindly looked over his papers, and 
found that with which he had favoured Dr. Morton. This now 
lies upon your table; and Mr. Stuart affures me, it is a tranſcript 
from a marble, which he found at Athens (near the ruins of a 
magnificent portico, which he takes to be the Poikile and em- 
e with ſome other fragments for Smyrna, where he propo- 
ſed to meet the cargo; but it miſcarried, and he never got any 
tidings of it, till I ſhewed him the ſtone in my cuſtody. 
Ix the plate, under the inſcription, the. 3 letters are 
ranged in their alphabetical order. | 
Tux highth of the letters upon the marble is ſix tenths of 


an inch... 
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